




A PLACE TO ENABLE  
THE EXTRAORDINARY

Pictured: Arial view of Oxford Road Corridor



Welcome to Oxford Road 
Corridor, Manchester's 
innovation district. A hub of 
scientific research, discovery  
and advancement; home to a 
growing, thriving community 
of institutions, students  
and professionals.

At the heart of the district  
is Circle Square, a brand  
new city neighbourhood.  
A place where entrepreneurs 
work alongside great artists, 
great scientists and 
technologists, and your 
neighbours are innovators  
and creators. 

This is the place that enables 
the extraordinary. 

Pictured: Oxford Road Corridor



A place for the curious 
and the clever
Knowledge is at the heart of
Oxford Road Corridor

Circle Square
A new city neighbourhood 
arriving summer 2020
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Eat, sleep, drink, 
repeat
Oxford Road Corridor's incredible 
food scene is constantly growing

Culture 
Creative energy flows 
through these city streets
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EAT, SLEEP, 
DRINK, REPEAT

"The reputation of the Manchester food scene has 
grown at an incredible rate, with 150,000 people 
working and studying here, the pent up demand for  
retail and leisure on Oxford Road Corridor is enormous.  
The area is currently underprovided for in this respect, 
but that is definitely poised to change... it's a very 
exciting time for the district."

Thom Hetherington,  
CEO, Northern Restaurant & Bar ShowPictured: Spoken word event at Hatch
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Pictured from left to right:  
Mark Ronson DJ'ing at 
The Refuge; The Refuge 
courtyard



“I love being on Oxford Road, 
Takk and Öl are trading 
fantastically well, the market 
here is insane, really diverse 
and so busy.”
Philip Hannaway, 
Co-owner of Takk and Öl 

Takk
Philip Hannaway, co-owner  
of Scandi-style coffee 
shop Takk, sees a similarity 
between Oxford Road 
and another global tech 
destination: “I spend a lot of 
time in San Francisco and 
you can feel that same kind of 
energy in this district.”

Öl
Scandinavian concept  
nano-brewery and bar, Öl, is 
a craft beer haven bringing a 
welcome selection of original, 
inventive own house brews 
and flavours to this part of 
town.Located at Circle Square, Hatch is home 

to some of the most intriguing and 
creative independent businesses in the 
city; it's the place to go for the unusual, 
the unique and the delicious. With a 
specially curated programme of events, 
visitors can enjoy regular surprises and 
fresh experiences.

Whether it's a lunch time pit stop,  
or night time destination you're looking  
for, Hatch has something for everybody.

Hatch is a striking new 
addition to Oxford Road's 
thriving cultural scene.

Pictured clockwise from bottom left: Hatch 
exterior; Hatch customer; Öl, nano-brewery 
& bar; inside Takk; Phillip Hannaway, Co-
owner of Takk & Öl



Pictured from left to right: Pride event at Hatch; 
Nordic Muse at Hatch

Nonsense
Alex and Jeanette are the proprietors 
of Nonsense, a stylish new emporium 
specialising in ceramics, print and 
exotic plants. Jeanette describes the 
attraction of opening their second store 
here on Oxford Road: “We couldn’t resist 
the opportunity to open here. It’s a real 
destination for so many people and it’s 
so busy. Of course it helps to have the 
right product, but if you do, there’s no 
way you don’t do well here.”

Firebird Hope

Dan Hope is the owner of Firebird Hope, 
the hugely popular Manchester supper 
club which has made the leap to 
fully-fledged business with its own 
premises at Hatch. “We are really 
thrilled to be here,” says Dan, “the 
footfall is amazing and when the 
weather is good and the music is on, 
the courtyard at Hatch is just a brilliant 
place to be.” 



The Principal 
Manchester
Peter Kienast, the General 
Manager at The Principal hotel 
describes the diverse audience  
It attracts: "The Principal has  
a "come as you are" ethos.  
Our guests are a wonderful 
melting pot, from the hip  
crowd, to families, to business 
people, artists and creatives.  
We welcome people from all  
over the world.”

The Refuge by Volta
Award winning dining room and 
bar, The Refuge is a collaboration 
between the Unabombers, star 
DJs who also run suburban gem 
Volta in West Didsbury, and The 
Principal hotel. The menu is 
inspired by their global DJ'ing 
experiences, with small and large 
sharing plates. Their basement 
club welcomes a stylish crowd to 
some of the city's most exclusive 
parties. 

The Deaf Institute
A stone's throw from Circle 
Square, The Deaf Institute is 
an independent bar and live 
music venue.

YES
Music promoters Now Wave's 
live music venue has opened 
in a former auction house next 
to Circle Square. One of the 
hottest new venues for gigs, 
food and drink.

The Manchester 
Academy
The Manchester Academy  
has played host to acts 
ranging from AC/DC to 
Adele, Stevie Wonder to The 
Prodigy. The venue draws over 
300,000 visitors to Oxford 
Road from around the country 
every year. As Chief Executive 
Ben Ward explains: “We’ve 
been doing live music here 
since 1963 and you name 
them, they’ve walked across 
our stage. The Academy is 
part of the cultural fabric of  
this city.”

Pictured clockwise from 
top left: A gig at The Manchester 
Academy; The Principal Manchester; 
The Refuge by Volta; YES Roof Terrace



Pictured from left to right:  
Mardi Gras at The Refuge, 2017; 
The interior of a Hatch retailer
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Eighth Day Café
The award winning Eighth 
Day Café and Co-operative 
specialises in vegetarian  
and vegan produce. 

Eighth Day Worker's  
Co-operative member Stan 
Lipnitski explains why it’s a 
great place to be: “We have 
a really mixed and interesting 
clientele. Oxford Road has 
a lot of history, I've spent 
the past 14 years working in 
different places on this road, 
it's a great place to be.”

Johnny Roadhouse
Johnny Roadhouse is a Manchester retail 
legend. The music store where Oasis,  
The Smiths, Paul McCartney and many 
others bought their first instruments has 
been a fixture here since 1955.

Pictured clockwise from top left: Stan Lipnitski - 
Member of The Eighth Day Workers Co-operative; 
Mowgli, Grand Central Birmingham; members 
of the public enjoying the sun on Oxford Road; 
Johnny Roadhouse music store

University Green
University Green, at the heart of  
The University of Manchester campus, 
has a vibrant mix of cafés, eateries and 
stores including Nisha Katona's popular 
Indian street food restaurant, Mowgli. 
“Manchester was where I spent my 
student years. I can’t tell you how  
massive it is for me to be able to  
give back to my teen coolscape.  
I’m so excited!”

Ed Brown, co-founder of Friska, renowned 
for their ethically-sourced feel good food, 
is expanding to a new site at University 
Green. He highlights why he chose 
Oxford Road as his next destination:  
"It’s unique having one straight road  
with everything packed around it, it’s 
always so busy with workers, students 
and residents."
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“To travel the length  
of Oxford Road is to  
journey through the 
imaginative heart  
and soul of the city.”
Esme Ward,  
Director of Manchester Museum

CULTURE

Creative energy flows 
through these city streets.

Pictured: Inside The Whitworth Art Gallery



Pictured from left to right: "A Gathering of 
Strangers" light installation at The Whitworth  
Art Gallery; Inkheart production at HOME

The Whitworth 
Art Gallery
The Whitworth is one of  
the UK’s most celebrated  
arts institutions; situated in  
its own parkland. The recent 
RIBA award-winning extension 
is an architectural wonder, 
creating a light-filled space 
floating in the trees.

Manchester is famed 
for its contributions to 
high art and popular 
culture alike, and 
there's nowhere like 
Oxford Road Corridor 
for experiencing it all.

HOME
HOME is Manchester's centre  
for international contemporary  
art, theatre and film; a world-class  
complex showcasing national  
and international talent.

Contact Theatre
The Contact Theatre is home to one 
of the most progressive, experimental 
theatre companies in the UK, with a  
focus on those from Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic backgrounds as well as 
youth engagement.
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Pictured from left to right: 
Manchester Fashion Institute 
Fashion Show; A gig at The 
Manchester Academy



Pictured clockwise from bottom left: A student 
from RNCM; The Palace Theatre; Stan the T-Rex at 
Manchester Museum

“One street, phenomenal 
creative diversity...”
Ben Ward, 
CEO at The University of Manchester  
Students’ Union & The Academy

Palace Theatre
The Palace opened in 1891 and is one 
of the busiest theatres in the country 
outside London's West End. From 
Les Misérables to Mary Poppins,  
The Palace is famously the place to  
go for an unforgettable show.

Manchester Museum
From natural history to tomorrow’s 
technology, Manchester Museum boasts  
a vast collection of incredible objects.

"Manchester Museum is one of the most 
successful and popular museums in 
the country and attracts an increasingly 
diverse audience.  One of the things that 
makes it special is its location on the 
Oxford Road Corridor, a stone’s throw 
from the city’s most dynamic cultural  
and scientific institutions.”
Esme Ward, 
Director of Manchester Museum

The Royal Northern 
College of Music
As well as being a centre for music 
education, RNCM is one of the UK’s 
busiest and most diverse public 
performance venues with over 400 
concerts a year, playing host to leading 
names from across the musical spectrum.
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A PLACE FOR 
THE CURIOUS 
AND THE 
CLEVER

Knowledge is at the heart of Oxford Road 
Corridor. Thanks to the concentration of  
world-leading institutions; professionals, 
students and visitors fill the area every day, 
bringing boundless energy and curiosity.

Pictured: Inside Manchester School of Art



Manchester is the 
UK's most popular 
university city, and  
its two universities 
are located right on 
the doorstep of  
Circle Square.

“Communities are talked about in Manchester… 
the creative community is very real and 
collaboration is key. Co-location and 
collaboration with institutions like the RNCM is 
very important to us. Manchester School of Art 
is very progressive, it cherishes its 180 years 
of history but it is very forward thinking. There 
is a diverse, international mix here of students, 
academics, and people in the arts.” 
Penny Macbeth,  
Dean of Manchester School of Art at 
Manchester Metropolitan University

The University of Manchester 
The University of Manchester is the UK's largest 
single site university. It has around 27,000 
undergraduates, almost 12,000 postgraduates 
and more than 10,000 staff. The most applied-to 
university in the UK, it attracts students from over  
160 countries around the globe.

Manchester Metropolitan 
University (MMU)
MMU is a vibrant city campus with over 38,000 
students. The Faculty of Arts and Humanities is 
located directly opposite Circle Square and is home 
to the Manchester Fashion Institute, Manchester 
School of Art and Manchester School of Architecture. 

Pictured from left to right: Manchester School of 
Art; Manchester Fashion Institute Fashion Show; 
Student at Manchester School of Art; Student at 
Manchester School of Architecture



Northern Ballet School
The Northern Ballet School, located 
directly opposite Circle Square, is an 
international centre of excellence in 
training for classical ballet and musical 
theatre. Attended by students from 
around the world, the School's theatre is 
also host to a huge range of artistic and 
musical performances.

“The Royal Northern College  
of Music was conceived as  
the first conservatoire in the  
UK where students study in 
the real-world environment of 
a public-facing arts centre. I 
love the idea of Manchester 
being the original modern 
city; RNCM use that concept 
a lot, to push the boundaries 
forward, taking risks and 
doing things in a different way 
to reflect the contemporary 
music industry our students 
will enter.” 

Linda Merrick,  
Principal of the Royal Northern  
College of Music

Pictured from left to right: Students training at the 
Northern Ballet School; A concert at the Royal 
Northern College of Music
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“I’m from Shanghai but I love 
Manchester because it’s really cool. 
I wish I could spend all my time just 
in the museums and the cafés,  
it’s so great to live here and study.”

Melody,  
3rd year Mathematics & Finance student  
at The University of Manchester

“It’s the perfect location, 
Oxford Road is always 
bustling and exciting. We 
love spending time here.”
Amirah & Daniella,  
2nd year Pharmacy students at  
The University of Manchester

Pictured from left to right: Amirah & Daniella,  
2nd year Pharmacy students at The University  
of Manchester; Melody, 3rd year Mathematics and 
Finance student at The University of Manchester

Amirah & Daniella, 2nd year 
Pharmacy Students at the 
Universityof Manchester

“It’s the perfect 
location, Oxford 
Road is always 
bustling and exciting. 
We love spending 
time here.”

Melody, 3rd year mathematics & finance 
student, University of Manchester

“I’m from 
Shanghai but I 
love Manchester 
because it’s really 
cool, and I love my 
Uni building because 
it’s really modern... 
I wish I could spend 
all my time just in 
the museum and the 
cafés, it’s so great to 
live here and study”



Oxford Road Corridor is 
home to a world class 
community of scientists, 
innovators, investors and 
entrepreneurs. A major 
driver of its success is 
the immediate access to 
fantastic talent, much of 
which flows from the city’s 
outstanding universities.

The National Graphene 
Institute
The National Graphene Institute (NGI)  
and The Graphene Engineering  
Innovation Centre (GEIC) reinforce 
Manchester's position as a leading  
global knowledge base in graphene 
research and commercialisation.

The Sir Henry Royce  
Institute
The Sir Henry Royce Institute is the  
UK's home of advanced materials 
research and innovation, bringing 
together world-leading academics, 
working closely with industry to 
commercialise fundamental research.

NHS Foundation Trust
The UK's largest single NHS Trust is located here, 
incorporating the Royal Manchester Children’s 
Hospital, Manchester Royal Infirmary, Saint Mary’s 
Hospital, Manchester Royal Eye Hospital and the 
University Dental Hospital. It's one of the largest 
healthcare campuses in Europe and includes 
Citylabs 1.0, a biomedical centre of excellence. It will 
soon expand to also become the home of Citylabs 
2.0 and 3.0 creating a world leading digital and 
precision medicine hub. 

Pictured clockwise from left: Tech Incubator launch 
event; BiOspace lab at Manchester Science Park; 
The National Graphene Institute



Manchester Science 
Partnerships (MSP) is the 
UK’s leading provider of 
specialist environments  
and business support 
services to science and 
technology companies,  
from start-ups to global 
corporates. More than 
300 companies are based 
across MSP’s campuses  
on Oxford Road.

Located at Circle Square, Manchester 
Technology Centre is home to a 
specialist Tech Incubator, supporting 
data science and technology 
innovation businesses. This enables 
them to connect and collaborate, 
and with specialist business support 
services, businesses have unrivalled 
opportunities to thrive and grow.

Mi-IDEA Innovation Centre is a 
partnership between MSP and Cisco, 
supporting tech companies working 
in Internet of Things, smart cities, 
digital health and digital creative. 
Based at the Bright Building, MSP's 
central hub, innovation ecosystems 
are being developed now that will 
shape tomorrow’s world.

“We are passionate about creating 
communities where innovation and 
entrepreneurship meet and flourish and 
there isn't a better place to be located to 
achieve this than Oxford Road Corridor, 
surrounded by an incredible range of 
knowledge assets.” 
Thomas Renn, 
Managing Director - MSP

Pictured from left to right: Tech Incubator launch event; Bright Building; 
People enjoying the VR experience at Tech Incubator  



CIRCLE  
SQUARE

Circle Square is where forward-thinking 
people rub shoulders with pioneering 
businesses. Where entrepreneurs 
work alongside artists, scientists and 
technologists. Where your neighbours  
are innovators and creators.

Pictured: Buildings 2&4 overlooking 
the central green
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Combining living, working,  
social amenities and green space, 
Circle Square is a vibrant and 
collaborative place. A place where 
original ideas and thinking thrive, 
to enable the extraordinary.

Pictured: The Pavilion at Circle Square



Pictured from left to right: Circle 
Square masterplan; Retail units 
at Circle Square

Circle Square will bring an influx  
of around 12,000 workers and  
2,000 residents to the area. 

This is in addition to the 63,000 
students and 70,000 workers  
already in the immediate vicinity,  
who are expected to pass through.

250,000 sq ft
of beautifully designed public realm

1,700
new homes

100,000 sq ft
of retail and leisure

1.2m sq ft
of office space

1,000
space multi-storey car park



Sustainability, biodiversity, clean air, 
health and wellbeing; these things  
define Circle Square.

Circle Square features the first and  
largest new city park for generations  
with over 100 semi-mature trees;  
over 1,000 flowers, plants and shrubs  
and a beautiful landscaped space the  
size of a football pitch. 

Surrounded by shops, restaurants,  
bars and cafés, this rare and valuable  
green space in the city is a place  
where people can relax and interact. 

A canvas on which people can paint their 
own pictures and do their own thing. 
From tai chi to picnicking, open air theatre, 
music and art, staged and pop-up events. 

Pictured from left to right: "Shape your green city" 
art installation at the Manchester Technology 
Centre; public realm at Circle Square



Situated in an unrivalled location, 
Circle Square is surrounded 
by world-leading knowledge 
institutions and thriving cultural 
hotspots. On the doorstep of 
Manchester's busiest train and 
Metrolink stations, this new 
city neighbourhood is perfectly 
placed for anyone who wants to 
live, work, shop and socialise.

Pictured from left to right:  
Hatch courtyard; map of Oxford Road

•
First Street

• Hatch

• YES

Exchange Square
•

Holiday Inn •

Gorilla •

Dancehouse Theatre •  • Graphene Engineering
    Innovation Centre

 • University of
    Manchester

 • The Deaf Institute

MMU •

University Green •

•
Manchester

School of Art 

•
Manchester

Fashion Institute

Manchester Museum •

Contact Theatre •

•
The Whitworth

500,000
at St Peter's Square

25,792,000
at Manchester Piccadilly

7,961,843
at Manchester Oxford Road. 
This will double by 2020

Passenger numbers  
per annum



Pictured: Oxford Road retail at Circle Square

Circle Square is for enterprising and 
innovative operators with exciting stories to 
tell. It’s for the curious, the entrepreneurial 
and bold. 

With a curated programme of events  
and a unique combination of shopping, 
eating and drinking, Circle Square is a 
million miles from ordinary. 



Pictured: Event on the central green at Circle Square

COME AND BE A PART  
OF THIS EXTRAORDINARY 
NEIGHBOURHOOD
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of Music)

The National Graphene Institute

Disclaimer: 
 
In line with the Misrepresentation Act 1967, Unfair Contract Terms Act 1977 and The Property Misdescriptions Act 199, Bruntwood 
Science Limited gives notice that (1) These particulars are a general outline only, for the guidance of prospective purchasers or 
customers, and do not constitute the whole or any part of an offer or contract. (2) Bruntwood Science Limited cannot guarantee and 
accepts no liability whatsoever for the accuracy of any description, dimensions, references to condition, necessary permissions 
for use and occupation and other details contained herein and prospective purchasers or tenants must therefore not rely on them 
as agent advisor or other representative statement of fact or representations and must satisfy themselves as to their accuracy. 
(3) No employee of Bruntwood Science Limited has any authority to make or give any representations or warranty or enter into 
any contract whatever in relation to the property. (4) Bruntwood Science Limited will not be liable, in negligence or otherwise, for 
any loss arising from the use of these particulars. (5) Space planning contained in this brochure is indicative only and may require 
modifications to the building design. (6) All floor plans are not to scale and are for identification purpose only. (7) All CGIs are 
indicative of the building and site only and are not an exact representation of the completed building.

In line with the Misrepresentation Act 1967, Unfair Contract Terms Act 1977 and The Property Misdescriptions Act 199,  
Bruntwood Science Limited gives notice that (1) These particulars are a general outline only, for the guidance of prospective 
purchasers or customers, and do not constitute the whole or any part of an offer or contract. (2) Bruntwood Science Limited  
cannot guarantee and accepts no liability whatsoever for the accuracy of any description, dimensions, references to condition, 
necessary permissions for use and occupation and other details contained herein and prospective purchasers or tenants 
must therefore not rely on them as agent advisor or other representative statement of fact or representations and must 
satisfy themselves as to their accuracy. (3) No employee of Bruntwood Science Limited has any authority to make or give any 
representations or warranty or enter into any contract whatever in relation to the property. (4) Bruntwood Science Limited will  
not be liable, in negligence or otherwise, for any loss arising from the use of these particulars. (5) Space planning contained  
in this brochure is indicative only and may require modifications to the building design. (6) All floor plans are not to scale and  
are for identification purpose only. (7) All CGIs are indicative of the building and site only and are not an exact representation  
of the completed building.

Thank you:  
 
Ben Ward – The University of Manchester 
Students' Union & The Manchester 
Academy

Esme Ward – Manchester Museum

Ed Brown – Friska

Linda Merrick – The Royal Northern 
College of Music

Nisha Katona - Mowgli

People of Oxford Road: Amirah /  
Daniella / Melody

Peter Kienast – The Principal Manchester

Philip Hannaway – Takk

Sam Jones and Stan Lipnitski – Members 
of The Eighth Day Workers Co-operative

The Whitworth Art Gallery

Thom Hetherington – Northern Restaurant 
& Bar Show

Thomas Renn – Manchester Science 
Partnerships 

Andrea George
andrea.george@bruntwood.co.uk 
07917 847554

James Tootle
james.tootle@bruntwood.co.uk 
07881 815187 

Bradley Topps
bradley.topps@bruntwood.co.uk 
07983 859316

Matthew Lee
matthew.lee@bruntwood.co.uk 
07810 770691 

Development by
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