
OUTSTANDING 
RESIDENTIAL CONVERSION 
OPPORTUNITY (STP)

Davy House, Ashley Down,  
Bristol, BS7 9BU

For Sale 
1.45 ha (3.58 acres)  
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The property is accessed by an estate road linking it and other College 
buildings to the B4052 Ashley Down Road. Davy House is situated at the 
end of this access road which is effectively a cul-de-sac.  Provisions for 
shared access and car parking will be included with the any sale.

The site is bounded to the south and west by existing residential areas, with 
Gloucestershire County Cricket Club adjacent to the north.  Cabot House 
(another Muller building) is to the east and will remain in use by the City of 
Bristol College.

The vibrant independent shops, cafes and bars of Gloucester Road (A38) 
provide the local amenities and are a 10 minute walk from Davy House.

The property is less than 2 miles from junction 2 of the M32 motorway, 
which provides access to the M4 at junction 19.

Bristol Temple Meads (3 miles) and Bristol Parkway (4 miles) railway stations 
provide mainline rail services to the South West, South Wales, London and 
the Midlands.

Brunel House (another former Muller building), located to the north 
east of Davy House, is currently being developed by Acorn, to provide 
a combination of conversion and new build apartments. https://www.
acornpropertygroup.org/development/loft-house-bishopston-bristol/

The nearby Allen House, and Muller House to the east of Ashley Down Road, 
both former Muller Orphanage buildings, were converted to apartments 
between 2007 and 2013 by Charles Church. 

The success of these developments clearly demonstrates the residential 
conversion potential of the former Muller Orphanage buildings.
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LOCATION
Davy House is located in the Ashley Down area of Bristol,  
2.3 miles from Bristol’s City Centre, the largest city and major 
commercial centre in the south west of England.



Built by John Foster & Son in 1868, Davy House was the fourth of five barrack-
type buildings commissioned by the Prussian philanthropist George Muller.  
Davy House is arranged over ground, first and second floors (plus basement) 
and constructed from coursed pennant sandstone, with Bath stone window 
frames, slate hipped and gable ended roofs, with an internal open well 
staircase and iron balustrade. The roof and sash windows were repaired in 
2005, with certain roof sections replaced completely.

Single storey extensions have been added to the west and east wings of the 
original building and currently provide additional teaching and workshop space.

Inside, the property has been subdivided to provide a range of classrooms 
and offices.  Many of the walls between these rooms are non-structural, with 
considerable floor to ceiling heights, thereby providing scope for a wide range 
of possible conversion schemes.  Detailed floor plans (in both PDF and DWG 
format) are contained in the data room.

There are three fully operational passenger lifts serving the property.

The property currently benefits from 62 external parking spaces and an 
electric vehicle charging point.

DESCRIPTION
•  Grade II listed period property & ancillary workshop space.

•  Davy House is one of five former Muller Orphanage buildings.

•  Total gross internal area of approximately  
8,325 sqm (89,610 sq ft).

•  62 car parking spaces and EV charging point.

•  Site area 1.45 ha (3.58 acres)

•  Currently D1 (non-residential education) use.   
Potential for residential conversion, or other uses, 
subject to the necessary consents.

•  The freehold interest is for sale with vacant possession  
(from September 2022).
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FLOOR AREAS 
FLOOR SQ M SQ FT
Ground 5,212 56,101
WC mezzanine 28 301
First 1,831 19,709
Second 1,254 13,498
TOTAL 8,325 89,609

The above floor areas have been provided by 
our clients and exclude a small new extension 
to the east wing of the ground floor.



Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2020. All Rights Reserved.
Licence number 100022432
Plotted Scale - 1:1250. Paper Size - A3

PLANNING 
The property currently has planning 
permission for use as a non-residential 
college within class D1 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 
(as amended).   There is potential to convert 
/ remodel the property for a range of other 
uses, subject to the necessary consents.

The property is Grade II listed and within the 
Ashley Down Conservation Area.

Given the likely bespoke nature of any 
conversion scheme, our clients have 
deliberately not sought any pre-application 
advice from the LPA.  However, the previous 
conversion of other Muller Orphanage 
buildings (as described above) provides good 
precedent for the potential of Davy House 
and interested parties should make their 
own enquiries with Bristol City Council.
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TENURE 
The freehold interest is offered for sale with vacant 
possession (scheduled for September 2022) to be 
provided on completion. 

EPC
Davy House has a DEC rating of 31 and a copy of the 
certificate is available in the data room.

METHOD OF SALE
The property is for sale by private treaty with informal 
tenders invited on an unconditional or conditional 
(subject to planning) basis, to be received in writing by 
midday on Friday 13th November 2020.

Our client’s preference is for an unconditional sale,  
but they will consider all offers on their merits.

Our client will require a proportion of the price (of 
any sale they may agree) to be paid unconditionally at 
exchange of contracts.  Further information in respect of 
the required sale structure will be provided to interested 
parties during the marketing process.

VIEWINGS AND  
FURTHER INFORMATION 
For access to the information pack  
or to arrange a viewing please contact:

Alder King Property Consultants 
Pembroke House 
15 Pembroke Road 
Clifton, Bristol  
BS8 3BA

Ben St Quintin  
07469 144158  
bstquintin@alderking.com

James Chaffer  
07717 691965  
jchaffer@alderking.com

 

MISREPRESENTATION

Misrepresentation Act 1967: Alder King LLP for themselves and for the vendor(s) or lessor(s) of this property whose agents they are, give notice that: 1. These particulars do not constitute, nor constitute any part of, an offer or contract. 2. None of 
the statements contained in these particulars as to the property are to be relied on as statements or representations of fact. 3. Any intending purchaser or lessee must satisfy himself by inspection or otherwise as to the correctness of each of the 
statements contained in these particulars. 4. The vendor(s) or lessor(s) do not make or give and neither Alder King LLP nor any person in their employment has any authority to make or give, any representation or warranty whatever in relation to this 
property. Finance Act 1989: Unless otherwise stated all prices and rents are quote exclusive of VAT. Property Misdescriptions Act 1991: These details are believed to be correct at the time of compilation but may be subject to subsequent amendment.  
Design by Moose Studios. September 2020.
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davyhouse.co.uk
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