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Introduction
Fusion is the single largest opportunity for a new-build 
bespoke headquarters office on Blythe Valley Park, Solihull. 
The scheme is a Fusion of prominent position, architectural 
design and connectivity with the countryside environment. 
When constructed, Fusion will offer a commanding position 
on the most prominent plot at the front of the Park. The 
building has been carefully designed to make an architectural 
statement befitting the prominence of the plot, with features 
including double height reception atrium, full height rear 
atrium and roof terraces that will ensure Fusion is a unique 
facility in which your business can thrive.

Detailed planning permission is in place and the plot has 
been prepared to create an oven-ready opportunity,  
capable of being constructed and ready for occupation  
in just 12 months.
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Appearance
The appearance of the building has been influenced by 
contemporary styling, with an emphasis on creating a clean 
and modern aesthetic that is both long lasting and utilises a 
neutral colour palette. 

The facade incorporates large elements of powder coated 
aluminium curtain walling bookended by aluminium clad stair 
cores and punctuated at specific intervals with ‘picture frame’ 
cladding features. The east and south facing elevations are 
protected from solar gain by horizontally mounted elliptical 
brise soleil, that frame the large glass facades. 

The entrance (east elevation) is denoted by the feature ‘goal 
post’ which contains full height curtain walling, coloured glass 
vertical brise soleil and a projecting ‘picture frame’ feature. 
The combination of these features reinforce the hierarchy of the 
building and provides its unique identity amongst the offices 
across the rest of Blythe Valley. 

The elevations have been designed to incorporate large 
signage zones and the ability to change the colour of the glass 
vertical brise soliel to meet the occupier’s brand.  The signage 
zones have been set with profile in mind and will be highly 
visible to all accessing the Business Park.
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The detailing of the building follows an intentional simplicity, 
that uses a change in materials and textural quality to help 
reduce the perceived mass of the building. 

Specific elements of the floor plan have been recessed or 
projected from the continuous line of the facade to break away 
from any potential monotony and create additional areas of 
interest both internally and externally. In particular, an enclosed 
courtyard is created to the rear of the building which softens 
the transition between the interior and exterior, ideal for a 
business that wants to encourage and promote agile working 
and flexible working space for its staff.

0 5

APPEARANCE SITE SITUATION DESIGN TERRACES MATERIALS SUSTAINABILITY CONTACTSINTRODUCTION



65,000 SQ FT HQ OPPORTUNITY
BLYTHE VALLEY PARK

0 6

APPEARANCE SITE SITUATION DESIGN TERRACES MATERIALS SUSTAINABILITY CONTACTSINTRODUCTION



65,000 SQ FT HQ OPPORTUNITY
BLYTHE VALLEY PARK

Site Situation
Location 

Fusion occupies the most prominent plot on Blythe Valley Park, 
just minutes away from Junction 4 of the M42. 

Located in Solihull, at the heart of the UK, Blythe Valley Park is 
a 1.2 million square feet mixed use business park surrounded 
by stunning parkland. It’s a beautiful place to work, live and 
relax, and is home to a thriving business community of over 
25 businesses spanning accountancy, online retail and global 
technology solutions. With strong on site amenity and up to 
750 new homes being created on the site, it offers the right 
environment for modern business to flourish.

The Fusion  plot extends to approximately 3.45 acres (1.40 
hectares) and is positioned between the existing One Blythe Gate 
and Arup corporate office buildings fronting on to Blythe Gate.

M42/J4

Fig. 1 Blythe Valley Park - Fusion occupies the most prominent plot on Blythe 
Valley Park just minutes away from Junction 4 of the M42 motorway.
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Architectural Style 

Blythe Valley Park has continuously developed since its 
inception in the early 1990’s. The gradual expansion of the 
site has seen the introduction of an eclectic mix of architectural 
styles that have given the park its own unique appeal. 

The local aesthetics range from traditionally styled brick and 
glass buildings, to more contemporarily styled metal clad 
and curtain wall combinations. With the addition of a variety 
of different roof styles, ranging from curved, flat and pitched 
options, Blythe Valley presents a commitment to innovative and 
progressive architectural typologies that make the most of the 
methods and technologies currently available. 
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Design
Concept 

The aesthetics and form of Fusion were of particular 
emphasis, seeking to engrain a corporate sensibility 
into the design while still including a strong focal 
point that establishes a unique identity for the 
building. 

Change in materiality is explored in various ways 
as a tool to reduce the overall sense of scale 
and break up the potentially singular elevations. 
Conversely, corner features have also been 
conceptualised as a way of giving weight amongst 
large glass expanses. 
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Use

The layout and design has been developed to maximise the 
potential of the site and provide versatility to meet the needs 
of future occupiers. 

The floor plans have been arranged to create large flexible 
floorplates centred around a functional core containing the 
key circulation and main amenities. Fire escape stairs have 
been included at four locations around the perimeter of the 
building that facilitate any future subdivision of the floor plate 
to suit any potential occupier requirements. 

The depth of the floor plan has been softened by the 
inclusion of a feature full height atrium and a dual height 
reception. The scale of the reception creates a sense of 
arrival when entering the building, providing an adaptable 
canvass that provides maximum flexibility to incorporate an 
occupier specific identity. The full height atrium to the rear 
provides the opportunity for a unique breakout space at 
ground floor, whilst introducing additional natural light to the 
upper floors. 

At roof level, a series of communal and private terraces have 
been included that capitalise on the height of the building 
and the views across the surrounding country park. These 
supplementary spaces aim to act in conjunction with the 
main accommodation to create a dynamic experience for 
both staff and visitors alike.

Amount

The proposal consists of three storey accommodation with an 
additional supplementary feature office and plant rooms at 
roof level. The building sits in the centre of the 3.45 acre plot 
with 317 car parking spaces. 

Schedule of Areas

Level NIA m2 NIA ft2 GIA m2 GIA ft2 GEA m2 GEA ft2

0 2,077 22,360 2,435 26,210 2,526 27,190 

1 1,811 19,490 2,118 22,800 2,210 23,790 

2 1,959 21,085 2,266 24,390 2,355 25,350 

3 281 3,025 439 4,725 551 5,930 

Total 6,128 65,960 7,258 78,125 7,642 82,260 

Nett / Gross = 84.4%

Toilet Provisions 

Toilet provision is based on BS6465:2006 Part 1 Sanitary 
installations and BCO guidance using an occupancy density 
of 1 per 10m2 of the overall net floor area and a male / 
female split of 60%:60% (20% excess provision against 
calculated occupancy). 

Disabled provision is additional to the above calculation.
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Scale 

An important design driver for this project was the 
balance of scale with the surrounding buildings, 
assessing the site levels and relative size of Arup 
and One Blythe Gate to ensure the integrity of the 
current street scene is maintained. 

The proposal for the office is a three storey plus roof 
plant, 17m high development that utilises principles 
used elsewhere in the park to soften the overall 
mass of the building. 

The main building accommodation is arranged 
over the three storeys, with the entrance ‘goal post’ 
feature extending to plant level, integrating it into 
the elevations in a seamless fashion and helping 
to disguise the equipment at street level. The ‘goal 
post’ functions as the focal point of the building, 
that allows visitors to easily locate the entrance 
upon entering the site.

USE SCALE LAYOUT SITE SCENES LANDSCAPINGCONCEPT
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Layout 

The overall layout of Fusion has been arranged to 
maximise the visibility of the new office, acting in 
conjunction with the existing offices to complete 
the street scene along Blythe Gate and create a 
harmonious landscape. 

The orientation of the building and its position on 
the site is driven by the existing context, utilising the 
location of the nearby islands to create a series of 
centralised axis to which the office is aligned. This 
specific design principle has ensured the building is 
optimally positioned to become a focal point upon 
entrance into the park and dictated the location of 
the entrance ‘goal post’ on the east elevation. 

By centralising the building on the plot, the 
surrounding landscape is opened up to create a 
processional avenue to the entrance for pedestrians 
and a perimeter car park both of which are easily 
and clearly accessed directly off Blythe Gate. The 
layout promotes the incorporation of significant 
landscaping zones that culminate in a specially 
designed breakout area at the rear of the building. 

The layers of landscape and car parking combine 
to act as a protective buffer between the building 
and the road, while allowing for 360 degree 
passive surveillance of the surrounding parking and 
cycle shelters from the offices.
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Site Scenes 

The following site scenes provide an impression 
of the building within its context as it would be 
experienced from various points across Blythe Valley 
including the adjacent roads and buildings. 

Scene 1: On approach into Blythe Valley, the 
building is gradually revealed beyond the existing 
line of trees along the edge of the Oracle boundary. 

Scene 2: Reaching the Blythe Gate island, the 
building is fully revealed to the visitor. Trees have 
been positioned periodically around the front car 
park to provide a landscaped buffer to the road.

Scene 1: Blythe Gate Approach

Scene 2: Blythe Gate Island
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Landscaping

The proposed scheme is intended to complement the 
established landscape of Blythe Valley Park. Blythe Valley has a 
unique high-quality landscape setting and underlying landscape 
structure. Key features include existing tree belts, wildlife 
corridors, the historic moat, a network of waterbodies and SuDs 
network providing drainage capacity for existing and future built 
elements, attractive water environments, and wildlife habitats. 
The country park running around the site contains a network 
of publicly accessible footpaths, a nature trail and wildlife 
hides. The proposed landscape scheme will fully integrate and 
compliment this existing landscape character. 

External Materials
The external materials will follow a primarily neutral palette 
that is used strategically to denote the procession towards the 
entrance and highlight the hierarchy of the site.
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Terraces
Concept

The roof top terraces have been incorporated to 
enhance the experiential quality of the building for end 
users. The space provides a blank canvas for occupiers 
to create a unique outdoor break out space enhancing 
the work life balance and well being for end users.  
The roof terraces will have unparalleled views of and 
can draw upon the Country Park adjacent to the plot.  

Roof Terrace concepts shown indicatively only. 
Final design subject to tenant fit-out.
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Materials
The building has been developed with a palette of neutral 
colours and high quality products that add layers of 
complexity and interest to the building through diverse 
textures and application. 

The facade curtain walling introduces a modern simplicity 
and lightness to the elevations that is offset by feature 
coloured brise soleil to the front elevation that emphasises 
the entrance as a focal point of the building. Use of 
horizontal brise soleil unifies the east, south and west 
elevations, bridging the span between the flat panel clad 
stair cores.

Colour has been restricted to purely the east elevation 
to help denote the hierarchy of the building and retain a 
neutrality that works in conjunction with the wider context of 
Blythe Valley Park.
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Sustainability
The Energy Strategy

The proposed approach for the sustainability design and 
energy strategy for  Fusion will be to meet the comfort criteria 
for the internal environment whilst providing a sustainable 
solution to address the buildings carbon dioxide emissions, 
through the selection of materials and methods of construction. 

The team’s objective is to address the environmental 
objectives of the scheme right from inception of the project 
through construction and operation to ensure a socially and 
environmentally responsible approach and BREEAM will be 
used as design guidance with a view to achieving a ’Very 
Good’ rating under the BREEAM New Construction 2014 
scheme. 

The approach taken for the energy strategy comprises of the 
following recognised structure – Lean, Clean, Green: 

1. Reduce carbon dioxide emissions through Passive Design 

2. Reduce carbon dioxide emission through Energy Efficiency 
Measures 

3. Reduce carbon dioxide emission through the inclusion of 
renewable or LZC Carbon Technologies where appropriate. 

Passive Measures 

• Solar control, high specification low-emissivity glazing. 

• Reduced air permeability. 

• Material selection to improve thermal properties. 
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Energy Efficiency Measures 

• Lighting controls.  

• High efficiency lighting in all areas within the offices. 

• PIRs and photoelectric lighting controls within the office 
areas.  

• High specification energy efficient plant. 

LZC Technologies 

• Heating and cooling via Air Source Heat Pumps (ASHP) to 
the offices. 

Provide a range of passive control measures to limit energy 
demand as outlined above 

Deliver 10% of the buildings regulated energy demand by 
the use of air source heat pumps providing both heating and 
cooling to the office building 

Designed to achieve BREEAM ‘Very Good’ 2014
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